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Chancellor names Douglas Littles interim president of Alabama Southern 
Community College 

 
Montgomery – Bradley Byrne, chancellor of the Alabama Community College System, today appointed 
Dr. Douglas Littles as interim president of Alabama Southern Community College. His appointment is 
effective July 1. Dr. Littles will also maintain his position as president of Reid State Technical College in 
Evergreen.  
 
Alabama Southern President John A. Johnson announced his intent to retire late last year. Johnson has 
served as president of Alabama Southern since December 4, 1989. 
  
Earlier this month, the possible merger of Alabama Southern and Reid State Technical College was briefly 
discussed at the monthly work session of the Alabama State Board of Education. The recommendation to 
merge the institutions will be brought before the Board at its May 28.  
 
“We will be recommending that they approve a merger of Reid State Technical College with Alabama 
Southern.” Byrne said. “We have a retiring president at Alabama Southern so by naming the president at 
Reid also the interim president at Alabama Southern, we save the cost of the presidential salary, which is 
good for both institutions.” 
 
The proposed merger would create a new institution with expanded programs, enhanced by Alabama 
Southern’s academic curricula. Such a comprehensive institution has been a long-standing need in this 
area of the state. Moreover, recent heavy industry expansion in steel and defense-related industries in 
this same area requires expansion of a highly-skilled workforce that can best be served by a strong 
combination of academic and technical programs.  
 
Alabama Southern Community College serves students in Choctaw, Clarke, and Marengo counties and 
portions of Monroe and Wilcox counties. Reid State Technical College serves students in portions of 
Butler, Conecuh, Escambia, Monroe and Wilcox counties.  
 
“We think Dr. Littles is the right person to lead the institutions through the merger, should the board pass it 
next month.” stated Byrne. “That will be a savings for the taxpayers of the State of Alabama.”  
 
Littles has been president at Reid State since October, 2000. He holds a bachelor’s degree in psychology, 
a master’s degree in social policy and a doctorate and second master’s in public policy and public 
administration. He spent several years in the private health care sector and more than 15 years in public 
colleges and universities in Virginia, Georgia and Louisiana.  
 
“I appreciate very much that the Chancellor and the Board named me interim at Alabama Southern.” 
Littles said. “I look forward to providing comprehensive community college programming at Alabama 
Southern and the possibility of merging the college with Reid State.”  
 
The title “interim president” is used when there is no sitting president at an institution.  
 
Alabama Southern and Reid State are part of the Alabama Community College System, offering 
certificate and degree programs, workforce training, and adult education. 
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